SAFE FEED/SAFE FOOD UPDATE
Nov. 3, 2015

Volume 10

Safe Feed/Safe Food Certification: Racing into the Next Decade!
What an exciting year it has been for Safe Feed/Safe Food! The number of FSC36 Safe Feed/Safe Food
Certification Program certified facilities has increased 33 percent (224 in March 2015 vs. 299 in
September 2015) since the guidance document for FSC36 was updated. Across the four certifications,
there are 88 more facilities certified within the Safe Feed/Safe Food program than five months ago--a 25
percent increase!

There has never been a better time for facilities within the feed industry to seek a third-party quality
and animal food safety certification with the implementation of the Food Safety Modernization Act.
Here are four reasons why a facility should seek a thirdparty certification:
•

Customers are requesting a certification to lower
their quality and food safety risks;

•

The facility wants to ensure specific quality and
food safety expectations are met by driving
continuous improvement within its own quality
and food safety processes;

•

Participation in a third-party certification program
reduces liability risk and can result in lower
insurance premiums; and

•

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has publicly
stated that certified facilities will have fewer and shorter inspections as FDA has been using this
program as a risk mitigation factor.

In March 2015, the American Feed Industry Association updated the FSC36 Safe Feed/Safe Food
guidance document to improve the effectiveness of the program. With the final FSMA rule for animal
food now available, AFIA is reviewing the guidance again to ensure it meets the new FSMA
requirements. Look for more information on updates in the upcoming months.
Happy 10th Anniversary! This year--2015--represents the 10-year anniversary for Safe Food/Safe Food
certifications. Since 2005, 32 manufacturing facilities have continuously maintained at least one of the
Safe Feed/Safe Food certifications. These facilities are considered "Charter Members" of the Safe
Feed/Safe Food program. We greatly appreciate the dedication and commitment of these members to
the AFIA quality and animal food safety program. Congratulations to these facilities for being quality and
animal food safety leaders in the feed industry.

Food Safety Certification Programs
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Contact AFIA

For technical assistance, contact Turlington at (703) 650-0146. For administrative assistance, please
contact Shakera Daley, AFIA accounting and administrative coordinator, at (703) 558-3571.
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